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Steven Friedman is to be congratulated for another worthy
addition to the vascular surgeon’s library. His second edition of A
History of Vascular Surgery is an excellent resource for those
interested in a concise, readable account of vascular surgery from
antiquity to the modern era. Starting with the earliest known
records of the recognition and treatment of vascular disorders, the
book succinctly examines and traces the evolution of this branch of
surgery through the centuries, pausing to concentrate on the
contributions of such giants as the Hunter brothers and Astley
Cooper. However, the primary focus of the volume’s 226 pages are
the significant achievements of the 20th century, the period when
vascular surgery became established as a distinct specialty through
a lengthy series of stepwise innovations and an expanding cadre of
dedicated practitioners.
The book is organized into seven sections that investigate
periods of history, fields of endeavor, geographic connections, and
individual contributors, with major milestones cited throughout,
from Hallowell’s first known successful suture arteriorrhaphy in
1759 to Parodi’s landmark innovation in 1990. Dramatic develop-
ments over the past decade are also acknowledged, most notably in
a new section devoted to endovascular surgery, though the diffi-
culties at this juncture of composing a coherent history of this new
and dynamic discipline quickly become clear.
An important feature of any historical record is the visual
documentation of persons, events, and devices that helped to
advance the particular endeavor. Dr Friedman has included many
drawings and photographs that will be familiar to the informed
reader as well as a number of illustrations new to this edition. The
book is competently researched and abundantly referenced,
JOthough this reviewer would have preferred numerical indexing for
ease of individual scholarship.
Dr Friedman manages to create a linear chronology of a
complex topic that has many interconnected and branching ave-
nues of expansion by compartmentalizing some of the narrative
according to organ systems and by recounting the life histories of
individual contributors. Inevitably, this structure results in the
repetition of material, although such incidents are kept to a mini-
mum. Mindful of the importance of priority in accounts of surgical
events, he states the facts as he perceives them, allowing readers to
judge for themselves who performed the first, successful procedure
of a particular type.
As an entertaining summary of vascular history, the book will be
of most value to trainees and young surgeons in the field. More
seasoned practitioners may find it less than comprehensive in a num-
ber of areas. Although the author gives due credit to several American
pioneers of the 20th century, including Matas, Voorhees, Dotter, and
Fogarty, he also affords equal emphasis to some less conspicuous
members of the “French connection.”
Despite its minor flaws, A History of Vascular Surgery will
become an essential text in the library of practicing vascular sur-
geons, program directors, and trainees in the specialty. Upon
attaining this status, the author should feel an obligation to revise
and update the manuscript when another decade of vascular his-
tory has unfolded. Endovascular therapy will have matured into a
major part of each surgeon’s practice by then, making a thorough
description of its trajectory a vital ingredient in any history of the
field.
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